Data presented in this article include the top 51 ordered laboratory tests in Calgary and surrounding area, Alberta, from January to December 2017. This data set was collected from Calgary Laboratory Service's Laboratory Information System, and included top 51 tests ordered from community (n ¼ 11, 224, 330), inpatient (n ¼ 2,340,594) and emergency (n ¼ 1,670,062) settings. Test order mnemonic that were not true laboratory tests (eg: "extra PST tube", "extra tube", etc.) were excluded in the analysis. The top test ordered in all 3 test encounters was the complete blood count test (community encounter, n ¼ 921, 873; inpatient setting, n ¼ 357, 375; and emergency setting, n ¼ 276, 954).
Data
The data presented here includes over 50 commonly ordered laboratory tests by test volume in Calgary and surrounding area, Alberta, from January to December 2017 (Table 1 ). This data was collected from the Laboratory Information System of Calgary Laboratory Services (CLS) in order to determine the reference median cost (RMC) of most commonly ordered laboratory tests in Canada [1] . In 2017, the top 51 commonly ordered tests resulted in a test volume of 11, 224, 330 tests, 2,340,594 tests, and 1,670,062 tests for the community, inpatient, and emergency setting, respectively. The most commonly ordered test for all 3 test encounters was the complete blood count test, whereas creatinine was the top 3 ordered test in all 3 encounters in 2017. See Table 1 for a complete list of top 51 tests ordered by volume and encounter.
Experimental design, materials, and methods
Calgary Laboratory Services (CLS) is the sole supplier of laboratory services for Calgary and surrounding area in Alberta, Canada, performing on average 29 million tests per year for a population of approximately 1.6 million individuals. The study consisted of any laboratory test ordered between January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2017 in the Calgary Zone, a health region that consists of the city of Calgary and surrounding area, Alberta. The Laboratory Information System (LIS) of CLS was accessed to collect test order mnemonics, and test encounters (community, inpatient, and emergency settings). The top 51 laboratory tests ordered by test volume was then ranked from most to least ordered by test encounter (Table 1) . This table was then used to determine the reference median cost (RMC) of over 50 most commonly ordered tests across Canada [1] . Any order mnemonic that was not a true test (for example, "extra PST tube", "extra tube", etc.) were excluded in the top 51 ranking. 
